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Hair Loss in Cats
Kitten EditionChristina Gentry, DVM, DACVD

Cats 0–1 Year Old

HAIR LOSS IN A KITTEN
Is the kitten itchy?

Is the kitten overgrooming?

Yes

If the hair loss is non-in- 
flammatory, consider con- 
genital alopecia, primary 
seborrhea, or follicular 
dysplasia. This will usually 
a�ect the majority of the cat 
or one hair color. Consider a 
biopsy to confirm / rule out 
other conditions

Demodex gatoi
1  Treat patient and all  
    feline housemates

2 Continue treatment 
    for 8 weeks or longer   
    until all clinical signs   
    resolve

Fleas
1  Treat patient and   
    all pets in the home

2 Continue preventa- 
   tives year round

Dermatophytosis
1  Treat until hair coat   
    is normal

2 Treat until 2 negative   
    follow up tests 2 - 4   
    weeks apart

Notoedres cati, Chey-
letiella spp., Otodectes 
cynotis, other ectoparasites
1  Treat patient and all pets in the 
    home

2 Continue preventatives year round

Non-flea, non-food hypersensitivity dermatitis - Uncommon in kittens
1  Consider short course of steroids

2 Consider Atopica® if indoor only and over 6 months of age

Food allergies - Common in kittens
1  Hydrolyzed or novel protein diet for 8 - 12 weeks

2 Treatment of infection with topical / systemic antimicrobials

3 Severe itch can be treated with a steroid taper at the beginning of the food trial

The patient does not respond to a strict 
food trial or steroids / Atopica® or relapses 
once steroids / Atopica® are discontinued 

Mosquito bite hypersensitivity - Uncommon in kittens
1  Most common in cats with outdoor access in summer time in Southern 
    United States (and Mediterranean region)

2 Crusting and pruritus on the bridge of nose, nasal planum, and paw pads

No / Not Sure

Pemphigus foliaceus - Rare in kittens. Diagnosis via biopsy
1  Pinna, nasal planum, facial involvement

2 Paw pad or nail bed involvement

3 Mammary papilla involvement

1  Woods Lamp and DTM culture (or PCR)

2 Skin scraping and treatment of ectoparasites

The patient is not better with treatment
1 Was treatment long enough?
2 Was the owner compliant?
3 Is there another condition present?


