HAIR LOSS IN CATS
Is the cat itchy?

Is the cat overgrooming?

1 Woods Lamp and DTM culture (or PCR)
2 Skin scraping and treatment 0‘ ectoparasites

! )
Demodex gatoi % Fleas % Notoedres cati, Chey- % Dermatophytosis

letiella spp., Otodectes

1 Treat patient and all 1 Treat patient and cynotis, other ectoparasites 1 _Treat until hair coat
feline housemates Afreneipsum the home ) ) is normal
) 1 Treat patient and all pets in the ) )
2 Continue treatment 2 Continue preven- home 2 Treat until 2 negative
for 8 weeks or longer tatives year round follow up tests 2 - 4

2 Continue preventatives year round

until all clinical signs weeks apart

resolve

!

DTM Negative and there is
no response to treatment of
ectoparasites.

Consider congenital alope-
cia or follicular dysplasa if
present for most or all of
animal’s life.

If this conglition is recent in
onset congider the fpllowing:

Diabetes Mellitus - Common
1 Was treatment long enough? endocrinopathy in the cat
2 Was the owner compliant? 1 Bacterial pyoderma

3 Is there another condition present? 2 Thin skin and alopecia

The patient is not better with treatment

3 Dry seborrhea

4 May have prior history of
steroid use for allergies or IBD

5 Diagnose with routine complete
blood work and urinalysis

The skin condition There is over- 1 Milary dermatitis Crusting and
is facially centered grooming without 5 Eosinophilic granuloma hair loss with or
(may have excoria- crusts or sores without excoria-

tions, crusts, and 3 Bosinophilic plaques tions on face

alopecia) 4 Indolent ulcer and other body
5 Head and neck pruritus ~ areas

Di erentials: Di erentials: Di erentials: Di erentials:

Thymoma associated exfo-

liative dermatitis - Rare in

adult cats

1 Marked large scale and aking
on most body areas

2 Hair coat may be unkempt

3 Skin may be thickened with or
without erythema

4 Malassezia overgrowth may
cause pruritus, otherwise not
typically itchy
Skin lesions are typically seen
before clinical signs associated
with mediastinal mass

Presumptive diagnosis with
medialstinal mass and skin
histopathology ndings
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